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24th May 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s been a short but extremely busy half-term and lovely to see all the children enjoying the recent 
beautiful weather. 
 
Easter, Ascension and Pentecost 
Fr Paul celebrated our Easter Mass at school this morning, which was very reverently led by some of our 
Y5 children. Over the next few weeks, we come to the end of the 50 days of Easter as we celebrate our 
Lord’s Ascension into Heaven next Thursday and the birth of our Church on Pentecost Sunday at the 
beginning of June. We will be celebrating these important feasts with the children in school, so let’s use 
it as an opportunity to welcome the Holy Spirit into our community and into our lives. 
 
SPSA AGM 
SPSA are having their AGM on Thursday 6th June at 3.30pm.  If you have ideas on events and fundraising 
or simply want to find out more about our parents’ association, please come along and join us. We need 
lots more people if we want start running more events! 
 
Sports Days 2019 
I’m pleased to confirm that we will be able to take up the kind offer from Richard Taunton College to 
host and run our sports days this year. Full details after half-term, but please keep the dates available as 
previously advertised: YR and KS1 on 14th June and KS2 on 21st June. Parents are all invited to make this 
a really memorable day. Thank you to Mr Alonso for all his work in organising this. 
 
After-School and Breakfast Club 
There has been lots of uncertainty recently about whether Energy Kidz would be able to continue 
running this next year. When we initially did a feasibility survey last year, there was an indication that 
around 30 children would be using the club and, on that basis, the parish very kindly allowed us to run 
the hall there, even cancelling some of their regular bookings in order to accommodate us. As it turns 
out, the average number has been around 10 and the parish simply cannot afford to turn away their 
regular bookings for so little income. We are very grateful to Fr Paul for allowing us the use of the hall 
over this year. 
 
However, I am pleased to tell you that we have managed to find a suitable room within the school for 
Energy Kidz to use and so they will be moving to us in September. If it is a service that we do want to 
continue in the long term, then please do make use of it - I’m afraid the old adage “use it or lose it” may 
well apply if numbers are not sufficient to make it viable. 
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Attendance and Lateness 
Thank you to everyone for your support over improving our children’s attendance and punctuality. We 
are still getting lots of requests for term time holidays and I would like to remind you again that we are 
not allowed to authorise any term time holidays.  In very exceptional circumstances, we may be able to 
authorise a few days, but the term “exceptional” means just that.  The Local Authority Education 
Welfare Officer scrutinises all absences with Mrs Adams, our Attendance Officer and penalty fines are 
issued where appropriate.  
 
While we appreciate that many of our families do have extended family abroad and that holiday 
companies do hike prices in the school holidays, it is a legal requirement for children to attend school 
regularly and as a school we are required to uphold and support this. 
 
Attendance at St Patrick’s has been amongst the lowest in Southampton for many years now and it is 
important that we try and shake off that reputation.  Please try and do your bit.  Remember that every 
day off is a day’s lost learning that will never be made up. 
 
Website 
Thank you to everyone who responded to our website survey. It seems the vast majority of parents use 
our website mainly for dates! Unfortunately, our current website provider is trying to charge 
extortionate prices just to renew what is actually a very basic website, and with the current school 
funding cuts, we are simply unable to justify paying this. We have managed to find a much cheaper 
solution and Mrs Adams has been busy designing and updating a new site which will go live after half 
term. It is a lot easier to update than the old one, so content will be refreshed much more regularly and 
hopefully be more useful and relevant to you. If you do feel anything is missing, please let us know. 
 
The new web address will be: www.st-patricks.southampton.sch.uk 
 

Looking for something to do over half-term? 
South Western Railway are offering free children’s tickets on all their trains over half-term, so why not 
take the opportunity to explore? If 3 or more adults travel together, get a Groupsave ticket and save 
even more money! 
 
Thank You 
Thank you to all the staff who gave up their time for our 2 recent residential visits. Y4 had a wonderful 
time at the Sustainability Centre near Petersfield and Y6 are just back from an adventurous week at 
Fairthorne. See what they all got up to on the website! 
 
50th Birthday Party! 
Our school building will be 50 years old this year! It was opened on 20th July 1969 (the day of the moon 
landings) and we intend to have a celebration of this on Monday 22nd July. More details after half term, 
but please keep the date free and pass the word to any former pupils and staff who you think may like 
to come back for a visit. 
 

Inset Day 
We have a staff training day on Monday 3rd June, so the children will return on Tuesday 4th. 
 
Have a wonderful half-term break and see you on 4th June. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Michael Lobo 
Headteacher 

 


