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The Journey Begins! 
 
The start of the year has been an exciting adventure for your children. They have all done 
incredibly well and have settled into life at St Patrick’s surprisingly easily. Please do not 
worry if your child is still tearful at the gate in the morning. This is a very normal experience 
for some of the children at this stage of the year but we would like to reassure you that the 
tears often stop within seconds of you saying goodbye, with all children settled very quickly 
in the morning. We understand that it is difficult to see your child upset but a quick goodbye 
often works best. Nearly all of the children have settled very quickly and are ready to start 

with our programme of learning. From Monday morning, we will ask you to say goodbye 
to your child at the Reception gate as we will now be unable to let you have access into the 
learning areas. This is to promote your child’s independence and to ensure that we can settle 
the children with their early morning activities.  
 

Full time 
 
From Monday, your child will be starting a full school day from 8:45am to 3:20pm. If you 
arrive after 8:55pm, please take your child to the School Office – a member of the office 
team will sign your child in to school and bring them to Reception. We will arrange to speak 
with you if we think that your child is struggling with full time and may need a slower 
integration into school life. Alternatively, if you have concerns about your child being at 
school full time from next week, please do make an appointment to meet with one of the 
Reception teaching team. 
 

Bits and bobs 
 
First, we would encourage you to label your child’s school uniform, particularly 
cardigans/jumpers and coats. A massive thank you to those of you who have already done 
this – it is a big help in enabling us to support you in keeping your child’s belongings safe at 
school. Also, just to clarify, we politely ask that you do not provide your child with juice 
unless prior medical consent has been provided to the school. We encourage all children to 
access their water bottles throughout the day, with access to the water trolley available all 
day. We have sinks available for the children to refill their water bottles. 
 
 
 



Dinosaurs! 
 
As well as learning about lots of different things, we are focusing on the ways that we learn. 
These are called the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning.’ The children in Reception are 
learning about these through our special dinosaurs. Please celebrate with us if your child 
comes home with a dinosaur sticker! 
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An Eplorersaurus likes to 
find out about things and 
uses all their senses to do so. 
They are good at role-
playing and ask questions to 
find things out. They have a 
‘can do’ attitude towards 
their learning.  

A Tryasaurus tries their 
best and does not give up. 
They concentrate hard on 
activities and keep on trying 
even when something is 
really difficult.  

A Thinkasaurus has their 
own ideas, finds ways to 
solve problems, makes 
predictions, checks if they 
were right and thinks 
carefully about what they 
have learnt.  

 
 

Finally… 
 
Look out for your child coming home with one of our bears, Nick and Boris! Over the year, 
each child will be given an opportunity to take Nick or Boris home for the weekend (or even 
a school holiday!) The first children will be bringing the bears home this weekend… 
 
 

The Reception Team 


